
Is there light and hope that the end of the tunnel!?

We know from your emails and from personal conversations that many of you are finding Zoom 
rehearsals hard to get to grips with and it’s not just the technology. It is a completely new, and for 
many of us, an alien way of learning. Not having the interaction between the singers and the 
remoteness of the conductor makes it feel as if you are very much on your own!  

We understand all this and thank those of you who have stuck with it, as for the moment it seems the 
only safe way we can keep the choir together and singing.  But please do not think that the committee 
has not been looking towards the future.  

We made the decision in the summer to wait until at least the October half term before we looked at 
what the rules and regulations might allow, as we could only see them tightening up again in the 
winter months, as has been proved 

Over the months Making Music has provided a wealth of information and support with regular 
updates as to what the rules actually mean for Singers both professional and amateur. Wading through
the often contradictory Government advice is not much fun! 

Many of us have friends in choirs in other parts of the country and some are getting together in person.
We have been tapping their expertise in regards to risk assessments, what it means to have a Covid 
secure venue and numbers allowed in it, how they are coping with rehearsing in smaller groups for 
shorter periods, the cleaning regimes that some are having to implement themselves each time they 
rehearse, the extra costs involved and many other simple but important factors which will have to be 
taken into account. 

Much concern has been raised about the dispersal of aerosols especially in regard to singing and so 
this and ventilation is a major issue when considering a venue and how to meet in person. We are in 
touch with the Salvation Army who are currently putting together a risk assessment for approval from 
their headquarters as regards allowing organisations, other than their own congregation and the Food 
Banks to use their premises. 

The committee will continue over the coming months to monitor the overall situation and experiences 
of others and discuss how we might relate it to us, here in Fakenham and what might be possible. 

The committee is fully aware that in the future nothing is ever going to be completely safe and in the 
end it will be up to each and everyone of you to make your own decision as to how much risk you are 
prepared to take.  

We are all keen that we should sing together again in person as soon as we can. But first we have to 
put together plans that are as safe and as sensible as we can.  As the work load may be much increased
we would need help and support to implement any plans.   We are mindful of the membership age 
range and we will not be doing anything without consulting the membership views on any plans we 
may be able to forward. 

So please in the meantime keep singing with us on Zoom, keep in touch with the group emails and be 
aware that there is  hope and light at the end of the tunnel we just don’t know quite when! 


