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Enjoy more of your 

lock-down photos  

throughout this  

edition.. 



                    Roger 

H 

Mark’s view 

from the 

front... 
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Mark 



A ‘Thank You’ to our Friends 

W e 
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can 

contact me directly or 

you are welcome to ask 

me for a membership 

form on their behalf at 

choir rehearsal. 

Email: 
stephwalsh65@icloud.com 

Phone: 01263 861097 

Stephanie Walsh  
Membership Secretary 

Answers on back page 

Mary’s wild  

Mullein plant has 

reached a  

dizzying 7’ 7” -  

about the 

height of 

an  

ostrich.. 

WOW! 

mailto:stephwalsh65@icloud.com
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   Gill and Barbara 



T 
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S 

Gill    

          

Rosemary 

It’s OK, he can’t charge  

-  I’ve cancelled his 

credit card! 

Here’s Carol, making friends with a bull on her walk 



James—a very warm  

welcome from all of us at 

FCS, and a sincere thank 

you for helping us conquer 

Zoom! 

T 
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                                     James 
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F 

Rosemary   

Beautiful vistas  - Rosemary Carruthers  

clearly has green fingers! 



W ith choirs suspended 

because of the ongoing 

coronavirus catastrophe, the FCS 

Committee wanted to know how 

members saw the future. Under 

what conditions would they feel 

able to return to communal 

singing? Did their personal situation 

affect their response? What options 

for rehearsals did they favour? An 

electronic survey conducted in July 

2020 aimed to find out. 

The response was terrific: 

we had 88 responses; there 

are 93 members, so an 

excellent 95% response – 

this is encouraging, since it 

indicates a strong and 

continuing commitment to 

the FCS. 

What is possible for us is 

restricted by Government rules, by 

our understanding of the risks of 

singing together, and the 

vulnerability of our members.  

Age is a very significant factor: 

people aged 70 or older are 

‘clinically vulnerable’ – and the 

average age of our members is just 

over 69 years. The chart shows the 

overall age distribution. The basses 

are the oldest: 86% are age 70 or 

over.  

Another significant risk is 

vulnerability due to existing health 

conditions. A quarter of 

respondents have a health 

condition which makes them more 

vulnerable. Six people have 

received a ‘shielding letter’. A 

higher proportion of the basses 

have a health condition which 

makes them vulnerable. 

Other members were living with a 

vulnerable person. In total, two-

thirds of respondents are 

vulnerable, either because of being 

age 70+ or because of their own 

health condition or the health 

condition of someone living with 

them. 

What were FCS members willing to 

do when Government guidelines 

allow? Three out of ten would not 

return until there was a vaccine. 

Others (53%) were willing to 

rehearse together in small groups 

when this is permitted but wanted, 

of course, safe social distancing 

(most wanted 2m), masks to be 

worn (except when singing!), hand 

sanitiser available, safe toilet 

facilities, and various other safety 

measures which could be instituted. 

The remainder were either not 

returning to rehearsals or required 

conditions outside the control of the 

Committee.  

Members suggestions for running 

safe rehearsals are very helpful to 

the Committee and their many 
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comments are appreciated. 

So, could we rehearse in small 

groups when Government 

guidelines allow? 

The numbers show that it would be 

possible to put on small, face-to-

face rehearsals in sectional groups 

and possibly a small mixed group. 

Could we have a short, face-to-face 

rehearsal which was viewed online 

by other members? Fewer 

members agreed to this 

option. But it would be 

possible – provided that 

the men sang loudly!  

Could we have online 

rehearsals? Most choir 

members have an internet

-connected device with 

camera, microphone, and 

sound output. At least 45% of 

members are willing to take part in 

online rehearsals; help with 

overcoming technical difficulties 

might increase this proportion.  

Thank you for completing the 

survey which has been most useful 

to the Committee. Government 

guidelines have recently changed 

and current scientific research has 

been published. The Committee are 

constantly monitoring what this 

means for any face-to-face singing. 

We will carry out a full risk 

assessment and decide what is 

possible. We all want to get back to 

singing together again!                                          
   Barbara                       
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As most of you know, we have decided it’s time to retire from our role as 

joint librarians after nearly ten years. Tracey has therefore asked us to say a little about what the position 

involves for the benefit of choir members who are interested in taking it on. 

The routine each term is roughly the same. Once the Musical Director and the committee have confirmed the 

concert programme, and ideally about six months in advance, we contact the county music library in Norwich to 

confirm whether scores are available. We have a good working  relationship with Jenny the librarian and her 

colleagues and if sufficient scores are not available in Norwich she can often obtain some from other public 

libraries. However, occasionally Norwich draws a blank. In that case we draw on the resources of other public 

and private libraries or contact other choirs, many of whom have small collections of their own. 

Once hire details have been agreed and depending on the hire source we either collect scores from Fakenham 

Library or take delivery of them at home. Each score then has to have a number pencilled as a unique identifier 

for the FCS borrower. Come the first day of term we load up all the scores in our car and take them along for 

distribution to choir members, carefully recording which number goes to which person. Usually the main 

distribution goes on for two or three weeks as members return while the remaining scores are temporarily stored 

at the Salvation Army hall. And we try to be on hand as much as possible throughout the term to hand out scores 

to members who have come along without them. 

Once the concert is over we collect up all the scores, either on the spot or at the first rehearsal of the new term. 

Usually one or two choir members either are unable or forget to return their scores so we have to get in touch 

with them to arrange delivery or collection.  

Before we finally package the scores up for return to Fakenham Library or a more distant sender we ensure that 

as far as possible pencil marks have been erased, either by choir members or by ourselves and a group of 

volunteers (our legendary ‘rubbing out parties’). 

That’s about it. The role is a very satisfying one and a great way of meeting choir members. Everyone is very 

supportive and committee meetings are always extremely good natured with plenty of refreshments. There is a 

great sense of satisfaction, too, in seeing every choir member fully equipped at the start of term. Just bear in 

mind that you’ll need a car with a reasonable amount of boot space, strong arms for lifting (or access to these!) 

and some score-friendly storage space at home. And we will of course be happy to provide whatever support the 

new librarian needs at the outset.                                                                                                    

                                                                           Sue and Tim  
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