
To all members of Fakenham Choral Society 

Here we are in the middle of August not having done any singing for the past five 
months and no idea when we will all meet again for a full rehearsal! Looking back 
over the past year there are many things that we will remember with great pleasure. 

We started the year in September with three Bach cantatas for our December 
Christmas concert. Wachet auf was known to a few members but Wachet betet and 
Gloria in excelsis deo were both new to the choir. Although each cantata had a 
straightforward chorale, their first movements can only be described as challenging! It 
was wonderful to have a few extra rehearsals instead of the usual ten and we certainly 
needed them all!  

At the start of November we introduced our Christmas works; the Bob Chilcott 
Twelve days of Christmas was a fun piece to learn and again, not the easiest of music. 
After a brief burst of carol singing in Fakenham to help advertise the concert, we were 
all ready for our concert and what an amazingly successful evening it was! Singing 
Bach has to be one of the greatest achievements for any choir. Many thanks go to Tom 
Appleton and Angela Brun for their solos and young Jimmy Thomson for his treble 
singing. 

For the Come and Sing day in February, we were joined by Angela Brun for some 
solos and choruses from Haydn’s Creation. A large group of singers worked hard 
throughout the day, before performing to a small but appreciative audience. Our many 
thanks go to Rosemary Dear for all her hard work in organising this excellent event. 

In March, we performed Mendelssohn’s Elijah in Fakenham Parish Church. We were 
joined by four exceptional soloists including Tara Bungard, who stood in at the last 
moment for an indisposed Angela Brun. Alongside Tara we had accomplished alto 
Tabitha Reynolds, tenor, Daniel Bartlette with the exceptional Simon Crookall singing 
the part of Elijah. They were joined by four other soloists to sing in the octet and 
included Jimmy Thomson in his last performance as a treble soloist. I thought that the 
whole performance was outstanding with some inspired chorus singing ably 
supported by our large and professional orchestra. I did say before the concert that it 
could well be the last large-scale performance in the county for some time, little 
realising how awful things were to get. What wonderful timing that we were able to 
complete our Lent term music, but so sad, that we had to abandon any attempt at a 
summer concert. I hope that you have all survived the lockdown and the gradual 
easing of restrictions. 

Now for some well-deserved thank yous: thank you for your hard work every Tuesday 
evening and for two excellent concerts. Thank you to Adrian Richards for his playing 
(and so sorry that James Mooney-Dutton hasn’t been able to play for us yet). Thank 
you to the Committee for all their hard work and dedication to running FCS. Thank 
you to all our volunteers who work so hard to create a concert venue for each 
performance and thank you to the Friends for their generous support. Finally, thank 



you to everyone who helps in any way to make Fakenham Choral Society such a 
success. 

We now have the challenge of starting virtual rehearsals in September. I hope that you 
will all feel able to join us on Zoom and with any luck, we’ll be together again at 
some point soon on a Tuesday evening in the Salvation Army Hall. 

Mark Jones


