
A strange singing year! 

The last few months must be the strangest 2me most of us have experienced in our lives. The effect 
of Covid 19 on our families, work and play, in fact everything we do or have been used to doing, has 
been immense. We are of course not out of the woods yet. On behalf of the commiCee may I 
express the hope you have been able to stay safe.  

However much modern technology is used to try to take its place I don’t think anything can replace 
the experience of a live rehearsal or concert. Looking forward as you make your way to the rehearsal, 
mee2ng friends you see every week, the warming up exercises and then into the rehearsal proper. 
“Page 5… two bars and in” says Mark and we’re off! Exactly when Mark will next be able to say this to 
us is not yet known. As a commiCee we have been and are taking advice from government 
guidelines, along with that from Making Music. This is not straighQorward, as with all advice it’s 
constantly changing. A large propor2on of the choir is in the vulnerable age group and rehearsing in 
the S.A. hall, with liCle spare space, it only needs one person to aCend rehearsal with Covid 19 and it 
could sweep through the whole choir. We can’t risk that and I know you wouldn’t want us to do so. 
So pa2ence is going to be the key word. Be assured we will be back singing as soon as possible. The 
survey you completed will help us decide when and how this will be.  

It seems an age ago since we last sang – at the Elijah Concert on 15th March. We were so lucky to get 
in the performance before lockdown, but how good to sing one of the major choral works. I felt it 
was a really exci2ng occasion with good orchestra and soloists. As a choir I think we acquiCed 
ourselves very well. Mark as M.D. fully in control in his suppor2ve and encouraging way and a very 
apprecia2ve audience. The Christmas Concert was rather different – but that’s one of the joys of 
singing in a choral society. The Bach Cantatas were a challenge, both musically and, for those who 
don’t speak German, linguis2cally, but it was a splendid evening seYng the tone for the Christmas 
celebra2ons.  

I would like to express my thanks to your commiCee for all the hard work they do throughout the 
year. CommiCee mee2ngs (except on Zoom!) are a pleasure as it feels like a group of friends 
mee2ng. There is never any animosity, although we don’t always agree with each other! Men2oning 
names is always fraught with danger but I must say a special thank you to Tracey as secretary, Gill as 
treasurer, Sue & Tim as librarians (we need a replacement at the A.G.M.), Barbara for her work on 
the survey and Rosemary who has picked up all sorts of issues. They have been backed up by the rest 
of a very hard-working commiCee.  

A big thank you also to Mark as M.D., always suppor2ve and helpful, always ready to give us the 
value of his experience, to Adrian Richards for filling in for two terms as accompanist and finally to 
you, our members, for your support and encouragement. 

We hope to see you some2me soon. In the mean2me, stay safe, keep smiling and remain cheerful. 

Roger Burbidge.


